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Lionheart Questions
What did the Báb ask Sayyáh do at Tabarsí? _______
_________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

At the castle 
of Chihríq, 
the Báb was 

heartbroken over the 
martyrdom of His 
brave followers at 
Fort Shaykh Tabarsí. 
For many months, the Báb 
was unable to write. When He 

began to write again, he revealed prayers in 
praise of Quddús, Mullá Husayn and the 

others that had fallen in battle. 

Moved by His great love, the Báb asked a 
friend named Sayyáh to go on a pilgrimage to the shrine of Shaykh 
Tabarsí. Sayyáh was asked to perform some ceremonies in honor 
of those who had died. 

Although it was cold when Sayyáh set out on his pilgrimage, he 
dressed like a beggar, barefoot and disheveled. This helped him to 
blend in with other travelers. He walked for nearly two months to 
reach the Shrine of Shaykh Tabarsí.

Issue 19 Issue 19 
Sayyáh’s Sayyáh’s Pilgrimage 

Pilgrimage +2 Bonus +2 Bonus 
StoriesStories

“…consecrate yourselves ... to the priceless opportunities ... of a spiritual “…consecrate yourselves ... to the priceless opportunities ... of a spiritual 
enterprise on which the fate of humanity ultimately depends.” enterprise on which the fate of humanity ultimately depends.” 

~ Universal House of Justice 26 March 2016~ Universal House of Justice 26 March 2016
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Lionhearts story continued

By late January 1849, Sayyáh finished 
everything that the Báb had directed. He walked 
barefoot over the holy ground of the shrine. He 
touched his forehead to the earth. He called out 
the names of the departed ones. He recited a 
special prayer. Finally, he collected a handful of 
soil made holy by the deaths of so many devoted 
believers. 

With haste, Sayyáh left to return to the Báb. On 
his way, he passed through Tehrán. There, he was 
invited to stay in the home of the man who would 
later become known as Bahá’u’lláh. Weary and 
dirty from his journey, Sayyáh was greeted by 
another guest in that great house. The guest was 
Váhid Akbar. 

Do you remember the story about Váhid in Issue 
13 of Feast Pages for Kids? It was called The 
Huge Turban. It told about how the Shah of Persia 
sent Váhid to Shiraz to find out if the Báb was 
really the Promised One. After his interviews with 
the Báb, Váhid became an enthusiastic Bábí.

When Sayyáh arrived at the house, Váhid was 
overwhelmed with appreciation for the road-
weary pilgrim. He threw himself at Sayyáh’s 
feet. He hugged and kissed Sayyáh’s feet and 
legs. This showed his extreme reverence to the 
pilgrim. Váhid knew that Sayyáh had spent time 
with the Báb, and that he had been on a sacred 
pilgrimage at the Báb’s request. He knew that 

Sayyáh’s pilgrimage had taken 
him to Mázindárin, and 
that he had walked 
upon the holy 
ground at 
Fort Shaykh 
Tabarsí.

Both Váhid and 
Sayyáh stayed in the home of “Him Whom God 
shall make manifest”, but they did not recognize 
Bahá’u’lláh at that time. The Báb had foretold 
that this would happen. Sadly, they would not live 
to see Bahá’u’lláh’s declaration. 

After a few days, Sayyáh left to continue his 
journey back to Chihríq and to the Báb. He would 
give the holy soil that he had collected to 
the Báb, in memory of the beloved 
souls who gave their lives for His 
Cause. 

Sayyáh arrived before Naw-Ruz of 
1850, as desired by the Báb. This 
would be the last New Year that the 
Báb would celebrate in this world. He knew that 
He would be martyred soon. The Báb also knew 
that Bahá’u’lláh was “Him Whom God Shall Make 
Manifest”. It would be thirteen years before 
Bahá’u’lláh would tell the world that He was the 
Manifestation of God for today.

Lionhearts are called to serve the Cause of God 
in many ways. They do things that are as simple 
as taking a pilgrimage when others can not. Some 
serve by giving their wealth. Others sacrifice by 
bravely dedicating their lives to God. 

Do you know what they all have in common? They 
all struggle to live by the Writings of the Báb, 
and they all shared the Báb’s Teachings with 
others.

We can all be Lionhearts!
What do you have in common with the 

Lionhearts? How can you serve the Cause 
of  God? www.MineRichInGems.com.
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Gems Kids Talk
OLINGA: OLINGA: Wow. I just read the story from this month’s Feast Pages for Kids. Did you Wow. I just read the story from this month’s Feast Pages for Kids. Did you 
read it yet? It made me think that people can be Lionhearts in so many different read it yet? It made me think that people can be Lionhearts in so many different 
ways! You don’t have to be famous or rich to do wonderful things for the Cause of ways! You don’t have to be famous or rich to do wonderful things for the Cause of 
God. God. 

DOROTHY:DOROTHY: No, you can even go collect dirt from a holy place. I never thought of  No, you can even go collect dirt from a holy place. I never thought of 
dirt as being holy. But I guess it’s because of the history and the stuff that dirt as being holy. But I guess it’s because of the history and the stuff that 
happened on that dirt... happened on that dirt... 

FAIZI: FAIZI: Yeah. When a terrible battle happens, and so many people lose their lives, I Yeah. When a terrible battle happens, and so many people lose their lives, I 
guess that makes the ground holy. guess that makes the ground holy. 

SOO:SOO: When my uncle died, we all went to the place where he passed away. It felt  When my uncle died, we all went to the place where he passed away. It felt 
kind of like a holy place too.kind of like a holy place too.

OLINGA:OLINGA: I never thought of that. I wonder if my family has places they visit to  I never thought of that. I wonder if my family has places they visit to 
honor our relatives that died. A lot of our family is gone now because of some of honor our relatives that died. A lot of our family is gone now because of some of 
the bad wars where we used to live.the bad wars where we used to live.

SOO:SOO: Let’s pray for them. Let’s pray for them.

http://www.MineRichinGems.com
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Bubble Blowing Recipe and Games!
Gems Coloring Page

“Verily in this Day all that “Verily in this Day all that 
dwell on earth are the dwell on earth are the 

servants of God.”servants of God.”
~ The Báb~ The Báb

Happy Ayyám-i-Há!
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Bubble Blowing Recipe and Games!
Gems Activity

This one is for younger kids! Even toddlers can play! It may be fun to play this game over and over 
again! Small prizes at the end can make little bubble players extra happy!

Start by making bubble blowing liquid. It is simple and only takes a couple of 
minutes!

You will need

What to do
1. Pour water and either corn syrup or glycerin into a large bowl or pitcher. Stir well.
2. Add dish soap into the water and slowly stir until the soap is mixed in. Try not to create foam or 

bubbles while you stir.
3. Start with a bigger kid blowing bubbles while the littler ones race around to pop 

as many bubbles as they can. 
4. Once they’ve played a few times, let the kids take turns being the bubble blower. 
5. Variation:  Let the kids all blow bubbles at once and see who can make the biggest or funniest or 

messiest bubbles!

• 6 cups water 
• 1 cup light corn syrup
• Optional: 1 tablespoon of 

glycerin instead of corn syrup

• 2 cups dish soap
• Bubble blowers of various sizes

http://www.MineRichinGems.com
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On the last page of this issue, you 
will find a short story about this 

month’s Lionheart. Make your very 
own Mini-Story-Book by first coloring 

the images. Then fold the top half 
down neatly. Crease and then fold 

the half page the other way. Crease 
again and your mini-book is ready!

Who will you read your story to?

Lionhearts Mini-Story-Book!

You will need

What to do
1. Cut the legs off of enough 

teddy bear cookies to have 
one for each candy bar.

2. Separate the circle candies 
into colors. Use same colored 
candies for the wheels.

3. Cut some circle candies in half 
to make steering wheels.

4. Melt chocolate chips.
5. Add 2 bits of melted chocolate to one side of a mini 

bar. Press and hold 2 candies on to make wheels on that 
side. Allow the wheels to set for a few minutes. Then do the other side.

6. Dip the cut edge of the circle candy in melted chocolate. Place it towards the front of the candy bar to make 
the steering wheel. Allow to set.

7. Finally, dip the cut edge of your teddy bear cookie in the chocolate. Press it firmly in place towards the back 
of the candy bar. It can be helpful to add a dollop of chocolate to the back of the teddy to secure it.

8. Vroom-vroom! You’re ready to race!

• fun sized candy bars like Snickers or Milky Way
• teddy bear shaped cookies
• circle candies like Smarties, M&M’s, Mentos, or Skittles
• chocolate chips (to melt and stick everything together)

Tiny Racing Teddies!
Gems Snacks

http://www.MineRichinGems.com
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Gems Activity
Delightful Dangling Doughnuts!

This is a simple and very funny game for anyone with a sweet tooth! The challenge is to see who can eat their 
whole doughnut first, with no hands, and without any of it hitting the floor! 

You will need

What to do
1. Tie a variety of lengths of string to each doughnut. Tie the other end of each string to the pole.
2. Explain the goal to the players: race to see who can eat their whole doughnut the fastest, with no hands, and 

without any of it dropping to the floor. 
3. Start the game by holding the pole up. Invite the players to choose a doughnut that is hanging at the same 

height as their mouths or slightly lower. 
4. Once each player has picked a doughnut, have all players put their hands behind their back! 

Then, 1 - 2 - 3 - Go! The first person to finish their doughnut without it falling wins! No Hands!!

• doughnuts
• string or ribbon

• long pole or stick like a broom stick
• two people or two ladders to hold the pole up

http://www.MineRichinGems.com
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Gems Suggestions

Books!

Gems Suggestions

Music!
Happy Ayyam-I-Ha song by Elika Mahony
youtube.com/watch?v=mEiZFdViMuE&list=RDmEiZFdViMuE&index=1

The Spirit of Ayyam-i-Ha by Melanie Price and 
Leon Gaer and performed by Rachael Price
youtube.com/watch?v=7XexXsshV3Q

Ayyam-i-Ha song by ButterBattleA
youtube.com/watch?v=IOc7g7Y4-jU

Ayyam-i-Ha Quotation - Video of Baha’i 
Children Around the World by EnableMeToGrow
youtube.com/watch?v=uk-mRy42o0o

Ayyám-i-Há: Fun Ideas for Children and Families ebook 
by Leanna Guillén Mora and Varya Sanina-Gamroud
alldonemonkey.com/product/ayyam-ha-fun-ideas-children-families/

During Ayyám-i-Há: How we celebrate 
paperback book by Elaheh Mottahedeh Bos
bit.ly/DuringAyyamiha

The Fund
“... no pressure must 

ever be brought on the 
Bahá’ís to contribute; it 

must be voluntary...” 
~ letter written on 

behalf of Shoghi Effendi, 
October 26, 1945

See you next 
month! Love, 
The Gems Kids

http://www.MineRichinGems.com
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For more stories and activities 
visit minerichingems.com 
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 Ventures of the 

Lionhearts

Sayyáh’s PilgrimageSayyáh’s Pilgrimage

The Báb was very 
sad. Many Bábís had been 
killed at Fort Tabarsí. The Báb 

wanted to go there, but He 
could not. He was in prison at 
the castle of Chihríq. He asked 
a friend named Sayyáh to go. 

It would be a pilgrimage. 

It took Sayyáh two months 
to walk to the fort.

When he reached the fort, Sayyáh 
did everything the Báb asked.

 He walked barefoot at the fort.
 He put his forehead to the earth.

 He called out the names 
of the departed.

 He recited a special prayer.
 Then, he collected a handful of 

holy soil to bring back to the Báb.

Sayyáh began his journey back to 
the Báb. On his way, he met Váhid. 
Váhid threw himself at the feet of 
Sayyáh. He did that because he 
knew that Sayyáh had been with 
the Báb at Chihríq. He knew that 

Sayyáh had walked upon the holy 
ground at Fort Shaykh Tabarsí.

Gems Mini-Story-Book #19
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This story begins 
about six years 
before the Báb 

declared that He was 
the Promised One. 

'Abdu'l-Karím was 
a devoted and faithful 
student of Islam. His aim was to 
acquire all of the religious education 
that was possible. He wanted to find 
answers to the all of the mysteries 
of God and faith. He wanted to feel 

confident about his beliefs. He wanted 
to become so educated that he would be able to explain the laws of 
God to anyone. He wanted to be part of the highly respected Islamic 
clergy.

For years 'Abdu'l-Karím studied with these goals in mind. But on the 
night before his graduation, he was reflecting. He did not feel confident 
in the education he had recieved. He did not feel pure enough. He 
pondered how others that had graduated with high honors had been 
corrupted by power and glory. 
He shuddered at the thought of 
dishonoring God in that way. 

Lionheart Questions
Who did ‘Abdu’l-Karím want to study with ?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What happened in ‘Abdu’l-Karím’s dream ? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“O Lord!  Enable all the peoples of the earth “O Lord!  Enable all the peoples of the earth 
to gain admittance into the Paradise of Thy Faith, to gain admittance into the Paradise of Thy Faith, 
so that no created being may remain beyond the so that no created being may remain beyond the 

bounds of Thy good-pleasure.” ~ The Bábbounds of Thy good-pleasure.” ~ The Báb

The The 
Snow Snow 

White White 
BirdBird

http://www.MineRichinGems.com
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Lionhearts story continued
Feeling unworthy to graduate, he begged his 
father if he could travel to Karbilá to continue his 
studies. He secretly wanted to study with Siyyid 
Kazim. You may remember that Siyyid Kazim was 
the teacher of Mullá Husayn and other Letters 
of the Living. He was teaching that the Promised 
One was coming, and that was quite radical.

For an entire winter, 'Abdu'l-Karím studied with 
Siyyid Kazim. By spring, after celebrating Naw-
Rúz, Siyyid Kazim sent 'Abdu'l-Karím home. Siyyid 
Kazim assured him that he would eventually 
serve the Promised One. Siyyid Kazim said, “O 
‘Abdu’l-Karím, you are of those who, in the Day 
of His Revelation, will arise for the triumph of His 
Cause… Let your trust be wholly in God…” 

Siyyid Kazim told ‘Abdu’l-Karím to ignore 
opposers of the Báb and their scheming. He also 
assured ‘Abdu’l-Karím that their words would 
never succeed in harming him. And he advised 
‘Abdu’l-Karím to take part in business instead 
of pursuing a life in the clergy, like his family 
expected. 

'Abdu'l-Karím obeyed these instructions and set 
out for his hometown. During the day, he devoted 
himself to business. At night, he spent time in 
prayer and thought. When enemies of the Báb 
spread lies, he was able to silence them.

Every night, with tears streaming from his eyes, 
he spoke to God. “Thou hast, by the mouth of 
Thine inspired servant, promised that I shall attain 
unto Thy Day, and shall behold Thy Revelation. 

Thou hast…assured me that I shall be 
among those who will arise for the 
triumph of Thy Cause…”

One night, 'Abdu'l-Karím was 
praying. He seemed to 
have fallen into a trance. 
Before him 
appeared 
a bird as 
white as snow. 
It perched on a small 
branch near him. In words full 
of power and glory, and as sweet 
as honey, the bird spoke: “Are you seeking the 
Manifestation, O 'Abdu'l-Karím? Lo, the year 
’60.” Then the bird vanished. 'Abdu'l-Karím was 
delighted. His joy was wild. But he kept his vision 
to himself. The year ‘60 was only 5 years from 
then.

Five years later, 'Abdu'l-Karím visited some 
family relations. There he was asked to meet 
the Báb. Suddenly, he heard the voice and the 
question from his vision. It was same voice and 
the same tone. The Báb asked him with the exact 
question from years ago. “Are you seeking the 
Manifestation, O ‘Abdu’l-Karím?”

'Abdu'l-Karím was overwhelmed by the power 
and glory of the Báb’s words. Without thinking, 
he threw himself at the feet of the Báb.

Joy returned to ‘Abdu’l-Karím’s heart and mind. 
He felt sure of his faith and beliefs. He shared 
the story of his vision with his relations. 'Abdu'l-
Karím and his brother became faithful Bábís.

The Holy Qur’án on a stand

http://www.MineRichinGems.com
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Gems Kids Talk

FAIZI:FAIZI: What’s up everybody? Did you read that story about ‘Abdu’l-Karím and the 
Snow White Bird? ‘Abdu’l-Karím was really smart. But he didn’t want to graduate, 
even though he studied so much. He was afraid if he graduated, he would have 
to go along with whatever the corrupt leaders were doing... and then he might 
get corrupt, too. He was more interested in feeling really secure in what he was 
learning and in having a pure heart.

SOO:SOO: Yeah. It’s probably hard not to get corrupt when everyone is telling you how  Yeah. It’s probably hard not to get corrupt when everyone is telling you how 
great you are all the time. He sounds like he was humble. I wonder how he heard great you are all the time. He sounds like he was humble. I wonder how he heard 
about Siyyid Kazim. He wasn’t studying about the Promised One coming, was he?about Siyyid Kazim. He wasn’t studying about the Promised One coming, was he?

OLINGA: OLINGA: I’m not sure. I guess word got around since the teachings were so radical. I’m not sure. I guess word got around since the teachings were so radical. 
They didn’t have social media back then but They didn’t have social media back then but 
people still talked. You know how radical stuff people still talked. You know how radical stuff 
is being shared all the time is being shared all the time 
on social media?on social media?

DOROTHY:DOROTHY: Yeah!  Yeah! 
Their version of Their version of 
social media is social media is 
talking at the talking at the 
mosques... Maybe mosques... Maybe 
we can use social we can use social 
media to share media to share 
inspiring stories inspiring stories 
about Lionhearts!about Lionhearts!

“O Lord! Enable all the peoples of the earth “O Lord! Enable all the peoples of the earth 
to gain admittance into the Paradise of Thy Faith, to gain admittance into the Paradise of Thy Faith, 
so that no created being may remain beyond the so that no created being may remain beyond the 

bounds of Thy good-pleasure.” ~ The Bábbounds of Thy good-pleasure.” ~ The Báb
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“O Lord!  Enable “O Lord!  Enable 
all the peoples of all the peoples of 
the earth to gain the earth to gain 
admittance into the admittance into the 
Paradise of Paradise of 
Thy Faith, Thy Faith, 

so that so that 
no created no created 
being may remain being may remain 
beyond the bounds of Thy beyond the bounds of Thy 
good-pleasure.” ~ The Bábgood-pleasure.” ~ The Báb

Gems Coloring Page
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 Ventures of the 

Lionhearts

‘Abdu’l-Karím loved God very 
much. He wanted to know 

everything about his religion. He 
wanted to feel confident about 
his beliefs.  He wanted to be 

able to explain things to anyone. 

‘Abdu’l-Karím studied hard. But 
when it was time to graduate, he 
was not confident. He felt impure.

He went to study more with 
Siyyid Kazim. He learned about 
the Promised One. When it was 
time for him to go, Siyyid Kazim 

told him he would serve the 
Promised One some day.

‘Abdu’l-Karím prayed and 
prayed. One night he fell into 

a trance. In it, a bird talked to 
him. He never forgot the voice 

or the question it asked.

Five years later, he met the 
Báb. In the same voice as the 
bird, the Báb asked the same 
question, “Are you seeking the 
Manifestation, O ‘Abdu’l-Karím?” 

‘Abdu’l-Karím’s heart was 
happy. He happily served 

the Báb until he died.

The Snow White BirdThe Snow White Bird

Gems Mini-Story-Book #20
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We have met many 
brave and willing 
lionhearts, but 

this story is about two 
lionhearts from the town of 
Zanján. 

Zanján was not a big city like 
Tehran or even Tabriz. It was 

smaller and it had two big intersecting roads. These 
roads brought travelers from east and west, north and 

south. The town was also famous for being the place where the Bábí religious 
movement had it's longest battle. 

Our first lionheart was named Hujjat. He was a mullá with new ideas. He 
wanted to think for himself instead of following the old traditions. He spoke 
out about his beliefs in equality and peace. He was an advocate for women's 
rights too. He had many followers that would come 
to hear him speak at his mosque. So many, that it 
divided the city. There were the traditionalists who 
were in favor of the old ways. And there were 
those who agreed with Hujjat's new principles. The 
local clergy did not like this and tried to silence him.

When Hujjat read the Báb's Writings, he immediately knew that the Báb was 
from God. Hujjat championed His Cause. He spoke about the Báb's Writings: 
the coming of "Him Whom God Shall Make Manifest", the equality of women, 
education for all, loyalty, and most of all, obedience to His laws.

Lionheart Questions
Why did the local clergy try to silence Hujjat?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Who was Zaynab? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The The Battle of Battle of ZanjánZanján
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Lionhearts story continued
The Bábís of Zanján grew into the thousands. 
This brought on the anger of the clergy and 
government of Zanján. They attacked him and the 
other Bábís. 

Hujjat thanked God for the Báb. He wished he 
had many lives to give to His cause. Hujjat and 
nearly two thousand fellow Bábís stood strong in 
their Faith against their attackers. They knew that 
the Báb was the Promised One and they were 
willing to give up their lives rather than deny Him. 

The deeds of the Bábís showed the great 
differences between the New Faith and the dying 
old religious order. The Bábís were not violent. 
They only defended themselves against their 
oppressors.

Like the Bábís at Fort Shaykh Tabarsí, Hujjat 
and his troop of Bábís found refuge at a nearby 
fortress. It was in the middle of Zanján. Unlike 
Tabarsí, the fortress was quite large and there 
were many Bábís. At one point, more than three 
thousand had joined the battle.

Also unlike Tabarsí, the Bábís at Zanján included 
women and children. The men fought off assaults 
from an army of thousands. The women and 
children were unusually instrumental in this battle. 
They sewed, baked, nursed the wounded, built 
and repaired barricades, and gathered spent 
bullets and cannonballs. Sometimes they even 
extinguished the lit fuses on shells that were fired 
into the Bábi camp. They kept wet blankets ready 
for this task.

Among the Bábís was a young woman named 
Zaynab. She yearned to defend the Bábís and 
their faith alongside the men. When the battle 
started, she could not stand to see her friends 

fighting for 
their lives. She 
fearlessly joined 
the fight and 
alarmed the 
enemy with her 
cry of, “O Lord of 
the Age!” 

Zaynab dressed 
as a man and 
wore a sword 
about her waist. 
She fought with 
the men for 
at least five 

long months. Hujjat knew about Zaynab, but he 
allowed her to continue fighting anyway. Until 
her death, the fact that she was a woman was 
a secret. Her story has become as legendary as 
that of Joan of Arc. All of the women from her 
village became Bábís when they heard about her 
valor.

In 1850, before the martyrdom of the Báb, Hujjat 
and hundreds of Bábí men, women, and children 
fought for their faith. Some reports say the battle 
lasted 8 months. Some say 
it lasted 10. What 
is not contested is 
that over 1,800 
Bábís became 
martyrs at the 
battle of Zanján. 
Hujjat, Zaynab, and the 
other Bábís gave their lives willingly 
for the Cause of God.

Learn more about Hujjat, Zaynab, and the 
battle of  Zanján at 

upliftingwords.org/post/zaynab

http://www.MineRichinGems.com
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Gems Kids Talk

SOO:SOO: Hi guys. I am so fascinated by Zaynab. I read more  Hi guys. I am so fascinated by Zaynab. I read more 
about her. She was like Joan of Arc. In one story I read, It about her. She was like Joan of Arc. In one story I read, It 
said that she cut off her hair and she fought even more said that she cut off her hair and she fought even more 

bravely than some of the men. bravely than some of the men. 

OLINGA: OLINGA: Yeah! She was really fearless. It made the enemies afraid of Yeah! She was really fearless. It made the enemies afraid of 
her. They didn’t know she was a woman. It’s so awesome that Hujjat kept Zaynab’s her. They didn’t know she was a woman. It’s so awesome that Hujjat kept Zaynab’s 
secret. He was a good friend. I read another story about Hujjat. He was from a secret. He was a good friend. I read another story about Hujjat. He was from a 
famous family of mullas. He had so many people come to his mosque that they famous family of mullas. He had so many people come to his mosque that they 
built him a huge new one.. and even that one was too small for all the people who built him a huge new one.. and even that one was too small for all the people who 
wanted to hear him speak.wanted to hear him speak.

DOROTHY:DOROTHY: Wow. I heard that most people back then didn’t know how to read or  Wow. I heard that most people back then didn’t know how to read or 
write. So everybody would go to the churches or mosques to hear stuff. I bet write. So everybody would go to the churches or mosques to hear stuff. I bet 
there was a lot of talking going on at the mosques when the battle was happening. there was a lot of talking going on at the mosques when the battle was happening. 
That battle went on for months and months.That battle went on for months and months.

FAIZI:FAIZI: Yeah. Like 8 or 10 months. I like that the children and women helped with  Yeah. Like 8 or 10 months. I like that the children and women helped with 
the Zanján battle. They were fearless, too. They had to put out fires and diffuse the Zanján battle. They were fearless, too. They had to put out fires and diffuse 
bombs! I bet they were scared the bombs were going to go off before they could bombs! I bet they were scared the bombs were going to go off before they could 
put out the fuse. But even though they were scared, they were brave.put out the fuse. But even though they were scared, they were brave.
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The Battle of ZanjánThe Battle of Zanján

Hujjat was a mullá in the town 
of Zanján. Thousands of people 

came to hear him speak at 
his mosque. He spoke about 

new ideas like equality, peace, 
and women’s rights. The other 
mullás did not like these new 
ideas. They did not like that 
he had so many followers. 

One day, Hujjat read the 
Teachings of the Báb. He knew 
they were from God and he 
became a Bábí. His followers 
also became Bábís. The local 
clergy and the government 

attacked them for their new 
beliefs. The Bábís found refuge in 
a fortress in the center of town.

Hujjat protected the Faith of the 
Báb with his friends. One friend 
was a young woman. Zaynab 
was her name. She fought as 

bravely as a man. Zaynab 
was feared by 

the enemies of 
the Báb. Many 
women 
became 
Bábís 

because of 
Zaynab’s 
courage 
and her 
faith in 
the Báb. 
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